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Our editors independently research, test, and recommend the best products; you can read more about our review process here. We may receive commission on purchases made from our selected links. World War II fought from 1914 to 1918, changing European politics, economy, culture and society. Countries from all over the world fought in a conflict that is now widely
remembered for wasting and losing lives. Keegan's book has become a modern classic, representing the most popular view of the Great War: a bloody and futile conflict, fought in chaos, causing the needless death of millions. Three concentrations of black-and-white photographs and a selection of quality cards accompany an excellently written narrative that masterfully guides the
reader through a complex period. Stevenson tackles vital elements of the war missing from multiple military accounts, and is a good addition to Keegan. If you only read a breakdown of the financial situation affecting Britain and France (and how the US helped before declaring war), make it the relevant chapter here. Recommended by several university teachers as the best single-
volume introduction to students, this is a relatively small, and thus more easily digested volume, which should be affordable. A fantastic aggregate account of events, with enough bite to keep Great War experts interested. Clark has won awards for his work on German history, and here he tackles, in detail, the start of the First World War. His volume debates how the war began,
and by refusing to blame Germany - and instead blaming the whole of Europe - has been blamed for bias. This award-winning volume looks at the entire First World War through the eyes of what is, in too many English-language books, the vague and evil other side, and this book refocused the popular discussion. This is a good English-language book on the other side of the war:
Germany and Austria-Hungary. The topic is getting more attention now, but this book was previously hailed as the best. The culture that surrounded the First World War was rich and can provide ample reading, but it is the poetry that has set the tone for decades. This is an excellent collection of poetry about the war. Not a book focused on Europe, but on how Europeans
destroyed the old Middle Eastern order and failed to replace it with stability. This is a quality popular story about another often overlooked topic. While that's not enough for a study in itself, this quality book will accompany any discussion of the First World War, whether you want a few extra numbers for an essay or a clear-reference to your novel. Facts, figures, summaries,
definitions, timelines, chronologies - there is a wealth of information here. John Keegan's view of the Great War has resistance, and Gary Sheffield's revisionist work gives a very different view of the conflict. Sheffield argues that the Great War was absolutely necessary to stop military imperialism perception that has angered many readers. Readers. are a lot of books about the
Somme published for the hundredth anniversary, so we've only picked the best and you might want to shop around. MacDonald's is a classic work that will need something double the size to improve. This book is touching, informative, newly repacked, and can be very cheap. This is an older volume - but still a big one - about one of the most cynical decisions in a very cynical war,
how things went very wrong for the promoters, and a little better for defenders. There are a few things in this book that wouldn't be written now - stereotypes for example - but are otherwise excellent. Passchendaele was the battle that painted a picture of emptiness for the British. It marked the First World War as meaningless and fumbling, and is treated with due care in this book
by MacDonald. This latest book is a balanced and fair examination of the Battle of Gallipoli; an event often overshadowed by partisanship and remembered in the British national consciousness as a massive mistake. What matters is that Carlyon is not afraid to point out how all the nations on the Allied sides made mistakes. Many English-language books focus on the Western
Front, and it's worth reading a book dedicated to the massive events in the east. Root's is the best, treating the theatre with detail and the balance it needs. Although a truly excellent new study of events, with many revealing facts and interpretations, the content of this volume did not progress after 1914. By the time Strachan finishes his expected three-part work it may be the
dominant modern text. This collection of eyewitness accounts, taken from many areas across the Western Front, is certainly not pleasant reading, but it will increase your knowledge of the conflict. Illustration by Hugo Lin. ThoughtCo. World War II, known as the war to end all wars, took place between July 1914 and November 11, 1918. By the end of the war, more than 17 million
people had been killed, including more than 100,000 U.S. troops. While the causes of the war are infinitely more complicated than a simple timeline of events, and are still discussed and discussed to this day, the list below provides an overview of the most frequently cited events that led to war. FPG/Archive Images/Getty Images Countries around the world have always made
mutual defense agreements with their neighbors, treaties that could drag them into battle. These treaties meant that if a country was attacked, allied countries were obliged to defend them. Before the first world war began, the following alliances existed: Russia and SerbiaSTy and Austria-HungaryBritain and RussiaBritain and France and BelgiumJapan and Britain When Austria-
Hungary declared war on Serbia, Russia became involved in defending Serbia. Germany, when Russia mobilized, declared war on Russia. France was then drawn against Germany and Austria-Hungary. Germany attacks France by marching through that drew Britain to war. So Japan went into the war to support its Allies. Later, Italy and the United States would join the Allied side
(Britain, France, Russia, etc.). Belterz/Getty Images Imperialism is when a country increases their power and wealth by bringing additional territories under their control, usually without directly colonizing or resettling them. Before the First World War, several European countries had made competing imperialist demands in Africa and parts of Asia, making them points of contention.
Because of the raw materials that these areas could provide, the tensions surrounding which country had the right to exploit these areas were high. The increasing competition and desire for greater empires led to an increase in confrontation that helped push the world into The First World War. SMS Tegetthoff a dreadnought battleship of the Tegetthoff class of the Austro-
Hungarian fleet is launched down the slipway of the Stabilimento Tecnico Triestino shipyard in Trieste on March 21, 1912 in Trieste, Austria. Paul Thompson/FPG/Stringer/Getty Images As the world entered the 20th century, an arms race had begun, mainly over the number of each country's warships, and the increasing size of their armies countries began to train more and more
of their young men to be prepared for battle. The warships themselves increased in size, number of guns, speed, method of propulsion, and quality armor, beginning in 1906 with Britain's HMS Dreadnought. Dreadnought was soon out-classified as the Royal Navy and the Kaiserliche Marine quickly expanded their ranks with increasingly modern and powerful warships. In 1914,
Germany had nearly 100 warships and two million trained soldiers. Britain and Germany have both significantly increased their fleets during this period. In addition, the military establishment in Germany and Russia began to have a greater say in public order. This increase in militarism helped push the countries involved into war. Austria Hungary in 1914. Mariusz Paździora A large
part of the war's origins was based on the desire of the Slavic peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina to no longer be part of Austria-Hungary, but instead to be part of Serbia. This specific significant nationalist and ethnic rebellion led directly to the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, the event that tipped the scales into war. More generally, however, nationalism in many of the
countries of Europe contributed not only to the beginning, but to the expansion of the war in Europe and into Asia. As each country tried to prove their dominance and power, the war became more complicated and protracted. Bettmann / Contributor The immediate cause of the First World War that made the aforementioned objects come into play (alliances, imperialism, militarism,
and nationalism) was the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary. In June 1914, a Serbian-nationalist terrorist group called black hand sent groups to assassinate the Archduke. Their first attempt failed when a motorist dodged a grenade thrown at their car. But That day, a Serbian nationalist named Gavrilo Princip shot the Archduke and his wife as they
drove through Sarajevo, Bosnia, which was part of Austria-Hungary. They died of their wounds. The murder took place in protest at Austria-Hungary's control over this region: Serbia wanted to take over Bosnia and Herzegovina. The assassination of Ferdinand led to Austria-Hungary declaring war on Serbia. When Russia began mobilizing to defend its alliance with Serbia,
Germany declared war on Russia. Thus began the expansion of the war to include all those involved in the mutual defense alliances. World War II saw a change in warfare, from the hand-to-hand style of older wars to the uptake of weapons, technology used and removed the individual from close combat. The war had huge losses over 15 million dead and 20 million wounded. The
face of warfare would never be the same again. Again.
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